
����������	
����
���������
�

Curtis Christian 
cchristianfpc@bellsouth.net 

�

Dana Miller 
dmillerfpc@bellsouth.net 

 

Monica Tillie 
mtilliefpc@bellsouth.net 

 

Joyce Wolf 
joyce.wolf@eku.edu 

 

Kevin & Denise Crump 
kevcrump@yahoo.com 
dap_denise@yahoo.com 

 

Lynne Parks 
parksplaceframing@windstream.net 
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ELDERS            CLASS OF 

Phyllis Gump    2010 
Grace Gutekunst  2010 
Marilyn Hungarland  2010 
Bill Mitchell   2010 
Dwight Barkley   2011 
Norris MacKinnon  2011 
Lynn Shearon   2011 
Tony Sidor   2011 
Linda Adams   2012 
Chris Campbell   2012 
John Harter   2012 
Beth Underwood  2012 
 

 
DEACONS         CLASS OF 

 

Melody Mitchell  2010 
Marilyn Pace   2010 
David Jett   2011 
Ed Tillie   2011 
Chandra Leaverton  2012 
Roxanna Potosky  2012 

 

Stewardship—How We Pray  
�

How do we pray?  What makes a prayer a prayer?  Very recently, just before 
the start of a morning Bible Study, some of those attending the study were dis-
cussing the nature of prayer.  In the midst of the discussion, one person said 
that prayer is not so much what we say; rather, prayer is how we live our faith—
indeed, our lives ought to be our prayers to God. 

 

I certainly agree with this sentiment; and I thought that I should invite the con-
gregation to ponder the idea that our lives ought to be our prayers to God.  Our 
actions are the way we pray.  Our stewardship of God’s gifts is itself a prayer 
before God. 

 

Think about it, my Christian friends; what are we doing when we pray?  To pray 
is to lose ourselves in God; it is to plunge ourselves into the inexhaustible grace 
of God.  To pray is to deny ourselves as we become more deliberately aware of 
ourselves as God’s own.  To pray is to give of our deepest self to a God whose 
depth has no end. 

 

If this is prayer, my Christian friends, then our stewardship is rightly deemed as 
prayer.  Stewardship is the submission of all our nature to God; it is the nourish-
ing of mind with God’s truth; it is the nourishing of soul with God’s life.  Steward-
ship is the opening of our hearts to God’s love, and it is the surrender of our 
wills to God’s purpose.  Stewardship is the most selfless expression of which 
our nature is capable and, therefore, stewardship is the chief therapy to that self
-centeredness which is our original sin and the source of all actual sin. 

 

And so, if prayer is how we live our faith, if our lives ought to be our prayers to 
God, then stewardship (without exaggeration) is prayer.  My Christian friends, 
let us pray. 
 

    The Lord be with you! Curtis 
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In looking back over the statistics for September, I noticed that we had our lowest 
numbers for the entire year.  At first I started to think that things were getting better 
for the poor in our community.  Then after glancing at the calendar I realized that I 
was out on a Monday and Grace was out on a Wednesday this month.  So we did help 
less but not for the reason I first thought. 

I am wondering if there is anyone in our congregation that would like to volunteer 
with the Love Fund, either as a regular or as a fill-in type of volunteer.  You do not have to be a pro at 
this; I can work with you to learn the ropes so to speak.  It is a wonderful experience to hear someone’s 
story and be able to provide some measure of help, and to show God’s love to those in need. 

On average we will see about 10-15 people a day.  They complete a form that helps us to see what is go-
ing on in their lives and how we can best help.   Sometimes it is pretty simple, but some cases can be a 
little harder and require a little more time.  As I said before, Grace takes care of Wednesdays, but I am 
here if she needs me.  Often, if it is a particularly difficult case she will ask me to step in and help. 

If you are thinking that this might be of interest to you, feel free to call or email me.  You can always try 
it and if you are not comfortable and don’t enjoy it, at least you know you tried.  This type of ministry is 

not for everyone, but it can be extremely rewarding!  Call if the Spirit is leading you.  �������� �
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Congratulations to Malcolm and Jean Carrick on the  birth of TRIPLETT GREAT- 
GRANDDAUGHTERS!  The grandparents are Andrew and Judy Carrick.  The parents are 
Lowell and Naomi Sellards. The girls each weigh over 4 lbs. and continue in the hospital.                  

Congratulations to Pierce and Nancy 
Johnson on the birth of their new grand-
son, Zeb Asher, born on September 23. His 
parents are Amy and Brad Williams.  He 
arrived two weeks early and weighs 6 lbs. 
6 oz.  He has a hole in his heart and con-
tinued health problems.  We ask that you 
continue to pray for Zeb and  his family. 

Mike and Chandra Leaverton are the proud grandparents of Kynsli 
MaJadisn-Rae Spencer born on August 25 weighing 6lbs. 11oz.  Her parents are Kelli and Ja-
son Spencer.  Kelli is Chandra's daughter. 

 and 

Mackenna Marie Upchurch was born on September 22 weighing 8lbs. 8oz..  Her parents are 
Kris and Joni Upchurch.  Kris is the son of Chandra. 

 and 

Avery Elaine Leaverton will be born on October 9.  Her parents are Chris and Erin Leaverton. 

Congratulations to Norris MacKinnon on the 
birth of a grandson!  Grant David MacKinnon 
was born Monday evening, 7:16 p.m.  He 
weighs 7 lbs 15 oz. and 
is 19” long.  Grant’s 
parents are Douglas and 
Courtney MacKinnon.   
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Burnamwood Fall Retreats 2009 
 

 

 
Senior High Fall Retreat 
  October 9-11; $85.00  

Director– Rob Kinzel 
 

 
Fall Family Camp 

    October 17-18; $40.00 per person  
Director– Rev. Jay T. Silence 

 

 
3rd/4th/5th Fall Retreat 
    October 2-4; $85.00  

Director– Jill Skinner  
 

 
Middle School Fall Retreat 

October 23-25; $85.00  
Director- T.B.A. 

 
Register Online at www.burnamwood.net!!! 

OOPS!! Belated Sept. Birthdays! 

Apologies & Best Wishes to all! 

     

2 Dale Lawrenz 

 Sue Fain 

4 George Ferrell 

5 Scott Tillie 

6 Tracy Lamb 

7 Amelia Shew 

8 Bruce Bonar 

 Leslie Carr 

12 Jane Richardson 

14 Pierce Johnson, Jr. 

 Corinne Superits 

15 Charles Deaton 

16 Karen Losson 

17 Monica Tillie 

18 Elizabeth Jeffries 

21 Steffen Wilson 

22 Carter Lamb 

24 Ella Park 

27 Gene Wolf 

28 Phyllis Gump 

 Jeanie Smith 

29 Nancy Ross 

 Cassidy Wilkinson 

30 Bill Carrico 

 Jim Ney 

 Mandy Owens 

 

 

��������

MISSION……… a body of people sent 
 

World Communion Sunday, October 4, is designated as the day we receive the Peacemaking 
Offering.  When the Peacemaking Offering was begun almost thirty years ago, it was de-
signed with the knowledge that for peace to be secured in our world, we must live out 
Christ’s peace in our families, our communities, and our life together as Christ’s church.  The 
offering provides 25% of what is received to the local church for a ministry of peacemaking 
in the community, another 25% is divided between Presbytery and Synod peacemaking min-
istries, and 50% goes to General Assembly peacemaking programs around the world.  Our 
session has approved Hope’s Wings, a mission here in Richmond helping those caught up in 
domestic violence, to be the local ministry receiving our 25% this year. 

Some of the peacemaking efforts we help to support through our offering are:  

· A “Listening Program” that brings Christian and Muslims together to listen to one an-
other and come to know one another…..the first step in living peacefully together. 

· We help provide resources to support peace and justice missions in the Sudan, Sri Lanka, 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo, and others.   

· There are ministries to support advocacy programs working to end the practice of torture 
by government agencies. 

· Other missions promote projects in Liberia to “beat swords into plowshares” through the 
production of crosses made from spent shell casings which are sold to support peace min-
istries within their communities. 

· We support crisis intervention for adults and children making their way through domestic 
violence. 

 

Peace is the wholeness and well being that God wills for all creation.  God is working in the 
world through the Peacemaking Offering and we join God in that work.  As you consider 
your giving to peacemaking, pray for adults and children who live and work and go to school 
where peace is only a dream. 
 

The Mission Committee 
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The youth group had a busy month in September. 
We took a historical tour of The Richmond Ceme-
tery and played Bible Jeopardy with Dr. Chris-
tian. We also enjoyed a game of volleyball one 
evening. 

This month we hope some kids will be able to 
attend the Fall Retreats at Camp Burnamwood. 

Sunday, Oct. 4 th  – Regular Meeting time (6:00 – 7:30).  

     We will have dinner with a program. 

 

Sunday, Oct. 11 th  – Regular Meeting time (6:00 – 7:30).  

      We will have dinner and hopefully have an 
      outdoor activity if weather is OK. 

 

Saturday, Oct. 18 th  – We will meet at the church in the morning 
        to see EKU Homecoming Parade. 

 

Sunday, Oct. 25 th  – Exact day and time will be announced later. 
      We plan to attend Dante’s Inferno at the 
      White Oak Pond Chris-
tian Church. 

 
Burnamwood Events in October: 

Senior High Retreat Oct. 9 – 11 

Middle School Retreat Oct. 23 – 25   

 
Please contact Kevin or Denise if you 
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  Some of you have questioned if we are having our Arts and Crafts for Missions 
event this year.  We are, but it is going to be later... Saturday, November 
21.  Put this date on your calendar now please! More information will be forth-
coming in the next newsletter.   Due to the fact that it will be the Saturday prior to 
Thanksgiving, your outdoor plants will not be needed.  However, should you be 
able to hold on to anything that could be a house plant —those are going to be 
solicited.   Something new this year will be a roundup of gold and silver to be 
resold for missions.  Should you have any bits and pieces, rings without a setting, 
broken chains, etc. please put those in an envelope with your name on the out-
side and give them to Dana Miller in the office, Dot Kirkpatrick, or Sue Reeves 
that these can be placed in safe keeping until sold.  Your little bits  added with 
others' precious metal might even bring a tidy sum!   Should you wish to help with 
this event and have yet to put your name on the dotted line or be aware of those 
who may like to be a vendor, contact Dot Kirkpatrick (623-3674 or ret-
kirk@bellsouth.net) or Sue Reeves (623-9329  or charlesreeves@bellsouth/net).�

If you have any gently 
used toys or games to 
donate, please call Jeanie 
Crump (623-8994) 
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 The Preschool still has openings in the Monday-Wednesday- Friday class.  Please tell 

anyone you know, that has children ages 4-5, about our wonderful program. 

 There will be a confirmation class taught by Rev. Christian running from January to 

March 2010.  The class will be for any youth in the Middle school grades that have not been 

confirmed as of yet.  Also invited are any older youth that has not been confirmed. 

 Plans are being made for the Christmas program.  More information will follow in the 

next newsletter!   

 There will be a Christian education meeting on October 5th at 5:15 in the parlor.  All 

teachers are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

To finish up our series on  

‘Angels and Light’ we will have 

 

October 4th –  

Angels and Shepherds  (Luke 2:10) 

October 11th –  

The Father of Lights (James 1:17) 

October 18th – 

The Face of an Angel (Acts 6:15) 

 

Then we will enter “Cities and Towns” 

October 25th – Peace to Jerusalem (Psalm 122:3) 
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Dear Family and Friends,    

 There are no adequate ways to properly thank the many people who stepped forward, 
in some cases from our relatively distant past, to express their concern for our family.  A dis-
aster like the F-3 tornado of May 8, 2009 that destroyed Shady Lawn changes the life of a 
family in many ways. 

 However, it was not a tragedy but a blessing that all our family is safe.  James, 
Julianna, J.T. and Mac were returning to Shady Lawn and were just a few minutes away.  
Julianna and J.T. had just left home shortly before.  They were driving home the “back way”, 
and so avoided totally the path of the tornado.  We were on our way to KY from Natchez, and 
were in Spartanburg with Sam and Brooke. 

 Of the many results of this experience, one of the best has been the love and support, 
both physically and emotionally, of so many of you.  Men, women, and children, you appeared 
in the first hours after the tornado and stuck with us down to the final hours of Shady Lawn 
house.  Many of you put yourselves in peril for us.  You took care of the children and provided 
fun distractions for them.  You provided storage and transportation.  You brought your own 
employees.  You packed and carried boxes.  You carried heavy furniture. You rescued tornado
-debris covered “stuff”. You saved every little treasure you came across.  You showered us 
with “kitchen grace”; with food, drinks, and supplies for us and for the workers. You kept 
some kind of order in the chaos.  You housed our families.  You helped us record everything 
that happened.  You organized helpers, fielded calls, and spread the word to our friends.  You 
balanced on boards to get to everything in the upstairs rooms that were separated from the 
house.  You lifted the dining room ceiling to get to what was left of the furniture. You advised 
us on what to do about salvaging architectural details of the house: stairs, windows, doors, 
baseboards, cabinets, thresholds, paneling, down to every little hook. You spent hours  clean-
ing toys, books, and whatever was brought to you covered with dirt and glass.  You took hun-
dreds of wet pictures from frames of all sizes, and took many home with you to dry. You 
washed salvaged wet clothes, you took some home with you to wash, and you hauled loads to 
the cleaners. You took care of our animals. You picked up dangerous debris—boards with 
nails, shingles, metal, glass, and whatever else the tornado dropped—from our yards and 
fields. You cut up and moved trees and branches. You dug up flowers and bushes to replant. 
You drove from your homes all over KY, and from MI, AL, GA, TN, SC and IL. You called, 
wrote and visited us with love, prayers, and concern. You dropped your other projects to help 
us get our lives in some semblance of order. You offered more help than we could use. You did 
more than we can ever name or know. And so we thank you. 

 Shady Lawn was a beautiful house and yard, but mainly it was a home for five gen-
erations of the Coy family. We think of all the wonderful memories made there, many of them 
including you. Though the house itself is gone, the land remains, and so there are opportuni-
ties to make many more memories. 

    Ruth and Jim    
    For all the Coy family. 
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The Session agreed to the Mission Committee’s recommendation that 25% of our Peacemaking Offering 
this year go locally to Hope’s Wings. 
 

The Session also approved a second recommendation from the Mission Committee, which was to approve 
church member Cindy Glass interviewing some of our love fund recipients to determine local community 
services which are needed but are not being offered.  Cindy is in her second year in the Sociology Ph.D. 
program at the University of Kentucky.  The Session also requested to see a summary of her research. 
 

Rev. William Soldwisch, a visiting missionary, will be with us on Saturday, October 17th.  Several oppor-
tunities are being made for us to hear about his work. 
 

Several members of our Living Waters Mission Team will return to Yucatan in late November to check 
on ongoing operations of our two previous installation sites and to confer about future work. 
 

On September 27th, the congregation voted to approve the sale of the Telford property on Summit St. in a 
manner consistent with the goals and missions of our church.  This was not a hasty or an easily-reached 
decision, but it is fiscally necessary.  The Session named a Task Force to handle the carrying-out of this 
action and deal with the issues stemming from it.  
 

Our annual request for funds from the Robert Telford Foundation has been sent.  We have been advised 
that due to the current economic situation, less money is available this year than in past years. 
 

Because of upcoming holidays, the schedule for stated session meetings will be a week earlier than usual 
in November and December.  THE NOVEMBER SESSION MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON NO-
VEMBER 17th, AND THE DECEMBER MEETING WILL BE ON DECEMBER 15th.   To conform to  
a Book of Order requirement, there will be a joint meeting of the Deacons and the Elders on December 
15th. 
 

Marilyn Hungarland and Phyllis Gump will be the elder representatives on the new Nominating Commit-
tee.  Ms. Gump will chair the committee. 
 

The Session re-elected Gil Shew and Genevieve Clay to the offices of church treasurer and clerk of ses-
sion, respectively. 
 

A committee was formed to do our annual review of the church membership rolls.  (This is another re-
quirement of the Book of Order.) 
 

—reported by Genevieve Clay  



YOUR SESSION AT WORK  
 

The Session received a full, written report from Elder Commissioner Phyllis Gump concerning the 
meeting of Transylvania Presbytery which was held at the Buckhorn Presbyterian Church on September 
8, 2009.  It was Ms. Gump’s first attendance at such a meeting, and she described it positively as an 
“interesting experience”.  The most noteworthy item stemming from this meeting was the request of the 
Greenbriar Church to be dismissed from Transylvania Presbytery as well as from the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).  An Administrative Commission was appointed to work out the details with the Green-
briar Church.  Also, at this meeting our book of sessional records for August 2008-July 2009 was evalu-
ated and found to be in order with no omissions.  (The Clerk herewith declares this to be a joint effort, 
and she appreciates all the people who helped in this endeavor.  ESPECIALLY our wonderful Office 
Manager, Dana Miller!!) 
 

The 2008/2009 Report of the Director of Music was received by the Session. 
 

Financially, our pledge income for August was less than it had been in Aug. 2008.  This seems to go 
along with our worship attendance which was slightly less in August 2009 than a year ago.  But, over-
all, our operating budget is definitely in the black! 
 

The sacrament of communion was observed on September 13, 2009. 
 

The Session approved the removal of James Randall Shew, Sr. from our active membership roll as of 
September 22, 2009.  On that day he entered the church triumphant!   A Celebration of His Life was 
held in our sanctuary on September 25, 2009 with The Rev. Dr. William R. Young, Jr. and Rev. Bill 
Fort assisting Dr. Curtis Christian in the service. 
 

After lengthy and deliberative discussion, a tentative budget for 2010 was approved by the Session.  It 
will be formally presented to the congregation at the Stewardship kick-off luncheon on October 18th. 
 

Evaluations of church staff are ongoing and are due by the end of October.   
 

Dr. Christian will teach a twelve-week confirmation class beginning in January 2010, with the new con-
firmands scheduled to join the church on Easter Sunday - April 4, 2010. 
 

In a called congregational meeting on September 6, 2009, the Rev. Dr. William R. Young, Jr. was 
named Pastor Emeritus.  This is a long-overdue, honorary title which we are happy to bestow upon him.  
Dr. Young will be our pulpit supply on October 11, 2009, when Dr. Christian is on vacation. 
 

Church family night programs are off to a good start, and anyone who 
missed the Biblical Jeopardy game missed a lot of fun! 
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MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE  
 

Session Meeting      10/27 7:00    
Property Meeting     10/20           11:45     
Evening Circle           10/19 6:30  
Education        10/5               5:15   
Deacon Meeting     10/11             noon 
Budget/Finance                 10/20            7:00   
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1 Bill Clay 
 Betty Park Adams 
 Rhonda Orttenburger 
3             Marilyn Hungarland 
 Vicki Sidor 
4             Molly Frisbie 
 Sonja Rhee 
6 Mrs. Ella Park 
7 Jean Carrick 
9 Laura Marshall 
 Christopher Carr  
10          Negia Ward 
12           Dan Lichty 
 Lori Duncan 
 Mike Leaverton 
13 Logan Smith 
15 Paul Hager 
 Elizabeth Mitchell 
17 David Jett 
 Beth Underwood 
18 Curtis Christian 
20 Carolyn Muns 
22 Cameron Sidor 
 Mary Cash Park 
23 Nancy Crider 
24 Margaret Ney 
  Joe Allison 
25 Abigail Adkins 
26 Phillip Seyfrit 
 Chandra Leaverton 
29 Shelby Dale Lamb 

  9:45 a.m.  Sunday  School 

10:45 a.m.  Session Mtg. 

11:00 a.m.  Worship 

6:00 p.m.  Youth Group 
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Esther Circle          

Oct. 20  10:00 a.m. 

Apartment of Jeanie Crump 

230 Burnam Court 

    

Rebekah Circle        

October 20  1:00 p.m. 

Telford House 

Evening Circle 
 

The evening Women's Group 
will meet on Monday, Octo-
ber 19th at 6:30pm in the 
Church parlor. This will be a 
brainstorming session to plan 
for upcoming monthly meet-
ings.  Linda Adams will be 
providing dessert.  We wel-
come new faces to the group. 
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Dates are still open, 
October &  November, 
if you would like to 
give flowers in mem-
ory or honor of some-
one.  We will be re-
ceiving communion on October 4 and No-
vember 1 and 22.  Advent begins Novem-
ber 29 (poinsettias).  Call the church office 
623-5323 or Kitty Shew 623-7593 (leave a 
message). 
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Count down to Stewardship Kickoff Potluck and Program 
Sunday, October 18, 2009 

 

Please join us for lunch, fellowship and a brief program immediately 
after church on Sunday, October 18, in the Christian Life Center.  You 
will receive your stewardship packet, which includes the proposed 
budget for 2010, after the program. 
 

Meat, rolls, dessert and beverages will be provided by the Fellowship and Stewardship Com-
mittees.  Please bring a salad or vegetable as your potluck dish.  You may sign up for this 
event by completing the insert in the Sunday bulletin or by calling the church office at 623-
5323. 
 

Don’t miss this event!  You know there will be delicious potluck dishes from the great cooks 
at First Presbyterian. 

Fall Bible Study on First Corinthians 
 

First Corinthians is the theme and title of this Fall’s Thursday Study series.  Some seventeen 
years after the death of Jesus Christ, Paul (a Jew who had become a believer about fourteen 
years earlier) preached the gospel to certain gentiles (and, perhaps to a few Jews) in Corinth, and 
a church was formed.  All of Paul’s letters provide a vista onto the earliest known Christian 
communities—on churches which existed perhaps as much as a generation ahead of the time 
that Gospels were written.  We see in First Corinthians how early Christians worshipped, how 
they understood baptism, and how they observed the Lord’s Supper.  Thus, the study of First 
Corinthians is an opportunity to peer through a window on Early Christianity. 

 

Thursday Nights  6:30 - 7:30 pm.  Church Parlor 
 

SCHEDULE 

01 Oct – Paul’s Response to Socio-Sexual Issues—(7:1-40) 

08 Oct – Paul’s Response to Eating Idol Meat—(8:1-11:1) 

15 Oct – Community’s Three Worship Practices—(11:2-14:40) 

22 Oct – Discourse on Resurrection—(15:1-58) 

29 Oct – One More Issue; Paul’s Plans; Conclusion—(16:1-24) 
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OCTOBER CHURCH FAMILY NIGHT SCHEDULE  
�

October 7 

Camp Burnamwood according to A.L. Whitt 

 
October 14 

Faith and the Arts: Madison Central Madrigals 

 
October 21 

Faith and the Community: Salvation Army Food Distribution 

 
October 28 

Faith and the World: Bill Moore, Christian Friends of Korea 

�

 
EKU  

HOMECOMING  
PARADE TENT 

SATURDAY,  
OCTOBER 17, 11:00 

Set-up 9:30 
 
 

Volunteers and baked goods are needed for the Hospitality Tent on the church 
lawn.  The tent provides free cookies, snacks and treats to parade-goers as a way 
to share FPC’s hospitality with the people of Richmond!  Please bring your 
goodies, (homemade or bought) to the church on Friday, October 16, before 
noon, and place them in the original kitchen.  For more information, please 
contact  Marilyn Pace (624-0008) or Melody Mitchell at 248-7483.  
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